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L’EXPOSITION
‘The Exhibition’
ROMAIN LOUVEL



Since the late 1990s, Romain Louvel has 
been using both his art and his research 
to explore the relationships between 
art and social reality. His approach 
employs systems of artistic infiltration and 
disturbance of everyday routine in terms of 
public space, language and forms of social 
behaviour. Experimenting with «social 
art practices», he sees art as «a tool for 
triggering debate and bringing to light the 
invisible elements that structure our social 
relationships.»

The Exhibition is the product of an 
initiative that crystallizes these issues. In 
March 2012 the «Expeditions» project, 
launched by the Âge de la Tortue 
community association, La Criée centre 
for contemporary arts, the local GRPAS 
social activities group, and the Le 
Commun social science collective from 
Montpellier, brought together artists, 
researchers, street educators, children 
and families in a series of experiments in 
Rennes’ Maurepas neighbourhood. The 
idea was to tweak oldstyle ethnographic 
expeditions by taking a fresh look at 
preconceptions about «working-class» 
areas and promoting residents’ unseen 
cultural resources. Observing, describing 
and collecting features of everyday life in 
various media – painting, photography, 
logbooks, mapping, Super 8 film – 
were different stages in the work this 
multidisciplinary group carried out with 
Maurepas kids during a residency lasting 
from 9 – 18 March.

However, where the «Expeditions» team 
set out to replay and rechannel the theme 
of the ethnographic expedition – that 
powerful symbol of past dominance – 
Romain Louvel’s The Exhibition takes the 
approach a step further by applying it to 
the art field. Centering on objects used, 
produced and collected by the participants 
in the «Expeditions» project, his installation 
constructs a critical space in which today’s 
cultural mediation practices, together with 
the museumizing principles and techniques 
so widespread in cultural institutions in 
France, are challenged and in some cases 
subverted. In this way The Exhibition takes 
issue with the implicit role of art venues 
and expertise in cultural representation: 
not only in art, but also in the fields of 
science, tradition, knowledge and skills.

For Romain Louvel, «The Exhibition is not 
an exhibition. And yet it takes the form 
of one. Can you give a thing the name of 
something which it is not? This is the kind 
of ambiguity The Exhibition tries to analyse 
via a presentation of the exhibition as 
spectacle.»

—
From 15 June to 12 August 2012 La Criée is presenting L’Exposition 
(‘The Exhibition’), a new installation by French artist-researcher Romain Louvel. 
Following the residencies «Expeditions», this work shows La Criée’s interest in 
processes of creation which question and experiment with interdisciplinarity.

Press release



Visuals for the press
Please, respect captions and copyrights. 

Romain Louvel, Collecte d’empreintes (‘Collection of 
impressions’), 2012 - «Expéditions» Project, Rennes 
© Romain Louvel

Pascal Nicolas-Le Strat, Collecte de questions 
(‘Collection of questions’), 2012 - «Expéditions» Project, 
Rennes © Pascal Nicolas-Le Strat



Visuals for the press
Please,respect captions and copyrights. 

Romain Louvel, Les Gens se détendent (‘People are 
relaxing’), 2012 - «Expéditions» Project, Rennes 
© Romain Louvel

Pierre Grosdemouge, Interdiction d’avoir des objets dans 
ses poches à l’école (‘No items allowed in pockets at 
school’), 2012 - «Expéditions» Project, Rennes 
© Pierre Grosdemouge



Work exhibited

L’Exposition (‘The Exhibition’)
2012
- Installation and scenographic device by Romain Louvel
Production: La Criée centre for contemporary arts, Rennes

- Collection of items used, collected or produced on the occasion of the exploring 
stays with children, artists, researchers and street educators in Rennes’ Maurepas 
neighbourhood from 9 to 18 March 2012.
Contributors:
Thierry Deshayes, socio-linguist, Rennes 2 and Montreal Universities;
Pierre Grosdemouge, sociologist, Lyon 3 University;
Pascal Nicolas-Le Strat, sociologist, Le Commun, Montpellier;
Paloma Fernández Sobrino, actress and author, L’âge de la tortue, Rennes;
Richard Louvet, photographer, Rennes;
Anthony Folliard and Julien Lemière, graphic designers, L’Atelier du Bourg, Rennes;
Hélène Le Breton and Anne-Catherine Pivard, educational coordinators, GRPAS, Rennes.
Co-production:
La Criée centre for contemporary arts, Rennes - The Âge de la Tortue community 
association, Rennes - Le Commun social science collective, Montpellier - The GRPAS 
(Rennes’ Group of education and social activities)



Elements of biography

—
ARTISTIC APPROACH

«My work is based on the social environment in 
which it unfolds. It involves targeting a territory 
in the city to settle there permanently and to 
meet people who live there. The artistic device 
encourages participation. It is the receptacle for the 
collection of routines which construct social reality 
and contribute to common sense. Indeed, the use 
of space, the everyday use of language, cultural and 
culinary practices, or social behaviors witness a real 
described by all.

The work’s content focuses on social processes 
and skills of each individual. The particular 
experience of social interactions shapes its identity, 
the same way that social order and its norms, 
representations, hierarchy, etc are constructed. So, 
I try to capture the same elements that determine 
the social environment.

The position of art is at two levels. On the one hand, 
it is in the art interpretation whose microsociological 
elements will be the subject. On the other hand, 
it results from the new situation created in the 
routines of daily life. Its presence generates link, 
questions, debates, and reveals the invisible 
elements of social structure. In this sense, art 
acts as an object of disturbance which leads to 
intersubjectivity.

Thus, the experience of «social art practices» places 
the art in the space of the public debate through 
highlighted collective representations. It shows the 
many possible interpretations as part of a culture 
of difference and unpredictable. Therefore, I want 
to open a space in-between the singularity against 
a race of the individual. The « social art practices» 
are part of a militant approach of the artist and art 
postulate as a possible tool for social action.»

—
RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

«My research is based on specific artistic 
experiences which are developed within a 
multidisciplinary teamwork. I pursue an open 
applied research in visual arts, at the crossroads 
of both social studies and work. I rely primarily on 
the fact that the development of artistic devices 
of observation, infiltration and disruption of social 
space provides a unique study of the game of art in 
social reality.

Early, I focused on the interests that link both 
artistic to social activities. Considering art 
as an active agent in social reality requires 
the examination of its pedagogical attributes 
and its sociocritical efficiency. It also means 
considering the ideological, militant and political 
dimension of such an undertaking. I studied these 
aspects of art by experimenting with methods 
of intervention in public spaces of collective life: 
neighborhoods, institutions, beaches ... Once 
I demonstrated this possibility of disruption of 
collective representations, common sense and 
issues power, I detailed, in order to understand it, 
the quasi-mimetic connection of the constructive 
experience of art in the social space and of the 
mechanisms that structure social life. It was an 
opportunity to raise the social question of the art 
in terms of Husserl’s phenomenology, the theories 
of social phenomenology of Schütz and the social 
constructivism, the works of the School of Palo Alto 
and theHarold Garfinkel’s ethnomethodology.

I wrote a thesis on the theme of «the experimental 
provocation» developed by Garfinkel, and its formal 
manifestations in art, one hand in order to keep on 
exploring the possibilities of the game of art in the 
social reality, and also to consider an aspect of the 
art and its history that so far my thesis has only 
sketched.»

Romain Louvel
Born in 1974.
Lives and works in Pornic, France.



—
ARTISTIC ACTIONS AND WORKS

2010-2011 
- Libre Affichage Libre, Rennes, France 
Intervention in the public space.

- ECCE HOMO EUROPEANUS 
Publication and distribution of a magazine published 
in Tarragona (SP) and Cluj-Napoca (RO), as part of the 
project «Correspondances citoyennes en Europe».

2009 
- Empreintes, empr(un)tes, Nantes, France 
Light sculpture, 4,70 x 2,50 m, in collaboration with 
ORPAN.

- Territoires (il)limités, Rennes, France 
Billposting, cartography and leaflet, in collaboration 
with the Rennes’ GRPAS social activities group.

- Lettres ouvertes, Rennes, France 
Billposting, in collaboration with the association L’âge 
de la Tortue.

2008 
- Les Rushs familiaux, Rennes, France 
Video 22’ 14, 4/3, in collaboration with the Rennes’ 
GRPAS social activities group.

2007 
- Fabrication des territoires, Saint-Nazaire, France 
Photographs and postcards, in collaboration with the 
Maison de quartier La Chesnais.

2006-2008 
- Les Trousses de survie sociale, Rennes, France 
Installation, 16 metal boxes and other objects, in 
collaboration with the Rennes’ GRPAS social activities 
group.

2005 
- Les Maisons d’enfants. Et photographies, Brest, 
France 
In collaboration with the Rennes’ GRPAS social 
activities group.

- Souvenirs d’un révolté 
Comic strip, self-publishing, Pornic, France.

2004-2005 
- EPS, C’est quoi le foot?, Brest, France 
DVD, in collaboration with the Rennes’ GRPAS social 
activities group.

2004-2005 
- Nous n’avons pas besoin d’autres héros 
Comic strip, GRPAS Publisher, Rennes, France.

- Gaston Couté, Rennes, France 
Drawings, paintings and illustration, in collaboration 
with the Udre Olik Compagny.

2004 
- La plage, mode d’emploi, Audierne, France 
Photographs and performances in the public space, in 
collaboration with the Audierne’s GPAS social activities 
group.

- Nazdrowie ! À ta santé !, Rennes, France; 
Warsaw, Poland 
Posters, graphics and paintings, in collaboration with 
the Rennes’ GRPAS social activities group.

2003 
- Visages, Rennes and Brest, France 
Installation, in collaboration with the Rennes’ GRPAS 
social activities group.

2002 
- Les Allées et venues, Brest, France 
Intervention in the public space - graphic, in 
collaboration with the Brest’s GPAS social activities 
group.

2001 
Tuyaux à Communication Sympathique, 
Saint-Brieuc, France 
Installation in the public space, in collaboration with 
the City of Ploufragan.

1998 
Reporting sketches, illustrations and exhibition on the 
occasion of the Festival Et la bohème, Rennes, France  
In collaboration with the collective Elaboratoire.

1997 
La Nuit des longs moutons, Paris, France 
Happening in the public space.

1996 
Exposition du rien, Paris, France 
Happening in the public space.

1995 
Group exhibition, Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.

Elements of biography



Elements of bibliography

—
TEXTS BY ROMAIN LOUVEL

- Libre Affichage Libre, Rennes : Éditions L’âge 
de la tortue, novembre 2011, 80 p.

- «Au Blosne, 40 panneaux pour scruter le sens 
commun», avec Nicolas Combes, in Place 
publique, n°15, janvier-février 2012, pp. 38-41.

- «Ouvrir une brèche», in Nouvelle revue de 
psychosociologie, n°12, automne 2011, Toulouse : 
Éditions ERES, pp. 171-184.

- «La Provocation expérimentale», Étude consacrée 
à la provocation expérimentale dans l’art et à 
son usage dans une pratique artistique - Thèse 
de doctorat soutenue le 29 octobre 2010 sous la 
direction de Leszek Brogowski, Université Rennes 2 
Haute Bretagne, 263 p.

—
ROMAIN LOUVEL’S REFERENCE BOOKS 

- Harold Garfinkel, Recherches en 
ethnométhodologie, trad. coord. par M. 
Barthélémy et L. Quéré, Paris : PUF, 2007.

- Alfred Schütz, Essais sur le monde ordinaire, 
trad. T. Blin, Paris : Le Félin, Coll. Le Félin Poche 
2007.

- Peter Berger, Thomas Luckman, La Construction 
sociale de la réalité, Paris : Méridiens Klincksieck, 
1996.



Text : Nicolas Combes, «Au Blosne, 40 panneaux pour scruter le «sens commun», 
in Place Publique - Rennes, n°15, janvier-février 2012



Text : Nicolas Combes, «Au Blosne, 40 panneaux pour scruter le «sens commun», 
in Place Publique - Rennes, n°15, janvier-février 2012



Text : Nicolas Combes, «Au Blosne, 40 panneaux pour scruter le «sens commun», 
in Place Publique - Rennes, n°15, janvier-février 2012



Text : Nicolas Combes, «Intentions du projet», in Correspondances Citoyennes en Europe,  
Rennes : Éditions L’âge de la tortue, 2011



Text : Nicolas Combes, «Intentions du projet», in Correspondances Citoyennes en Europe,  
Rennes : Éditions L’âge de la tortue, 2011



—

ADDRESS & OPENING HOURS

La Criée centre for contemporary arts
Place Honoré Commeurec - Halles centrales
F- 35 000 Rennes France
Subway Stop: République
T. (+33) (0)2 23 62 25 10
F. (+33) (0)2 23 62 25 19
la-criee@ville-rennes.fr - www.criee.org

—
FREE ADMISSION
from Tuesday to Friday 12noon-7pm
Saturday and Sunday 2pm-7pm
closed on Monday and public holidays

—

VISITS

INDIVIDUAL
A «visitor document» explaining the exhibition 
is at your disposal in the art center. Visitor 
assistants from La Criée are very pleased 
to answer to your questions and talk about 
exhibitions.

GROUPS
Groups are welcomed to visit La Criée either 
freely or with our Visitors’ Service professional. 
Only upon reservation - From Tuesday to Friday:
Children: from 10am to 12noon
Adults: from 2pm to 6pm

Information and reservation:
Visitors’ Service
Émilie Cénac 
e.cenac@ville-rennes.fr

Visiting information

Press officer: 
Marie Lemeltier
T. +33 (0)2 23 62 25 14
m.lemeltier@ville-rennes.fr




